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Victims of Abuse and Neglect Policy

_____ (Practice Name) has established a process where potential acts of abuse and/or neglect that include physical assaults, sexual assaults, domestic abuse, and abuse/neglect of children and elders are identified and reported. Having a policy such as this provides a legal framework to protect and support individuals experiencing abuse while ensuring they have access to necessary services, a voice in legal process, and a means to seek safety. _____ (Practice Name) and all its employees will comply with applicable laws and regulations regarding the identification, referral, and documentation of suspected victims of abuse who are _____ (Practice Name) employees, patients, or visitors. 

 
Our responsibilities regarding suspected child and elderly abuse and/or neglect are as defined by the ADA Council on dental practice:

· To observe and examine any suspicious evidence that can be ascertained in the office in the normal course of the dental visit
· To record, per legal and court rules, any evidence that may be helpful in the case, including physical evidence and any comments from questioning or interview
· To remain objective toward all parties
· To treat any dental injuries
· To establish and maintain a professional therapeutic relationship with the family

_____ (Practice Name) will report suspected cases of child and elderly abuse and/or neglect to the _____ (County) Department of Social Services –  _____ (Phone Number).


____ (Owner’s Name)
____ (Practice Name)
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