Quad A and AAAHC for Accreditation

Surgical practitioners can have their facilities accredited by organizations like Quad A

(formerly AAAASF) or the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC),

especially for office-based surgery (OBS) settings. Both organizations have programs

designed to accredit ambulatory surgery centers and office-based surgical practices,

focusing on safety and quality of care.

Accreditation through Quad A

Focus on Office-Based Surgery: Quad A has a strong focus on office-based
surgery centers and requires surgeons to be board-certified, have hospital
privileges, and meet specific standards for a safe surgical environment.

Patient Safety: The accreditation process includes reviewing factors like staff
licensing and credentialing, the use of anesthesia professionals, and the use of
appropriate equipment and drugs.

Data Reporting: Quad A requires regular patient safety data reporting to monitor

trends and complications.

Accreditation through AAAHC

Flexible Approach: AAAHC understands the unique needs of smaller practices and
offers flexible standards that allow organizations to achieve compliance in a way
that is conducive to high-quality patient care.

Wide Range of Services: AAAHC accredits a variety of ambulatory health care
organizations, including office-based surgery centers.

Focus on Quality: Accreditation from AAAHC demonstrates a commitment to

providing safe, high-quality services to patients.



How to choose an accrediting body

Consult with the accrediting bodies directly: Both Quad A and AAAHC have
information on their websites and can provide more specific guidance based on
your practice's needs.

Check state and payer requirements: Some states or insurance companies may
prefer or require accreditation from a specific organization.

Look for a good fit: Consider which organization's approach to accreditation—
whether it's the specific focus of Quad A or the flexible approach of AAAHC—best

aligns with your practice's goals.



